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The battery room: all electric power drawn
from the public grid runs through these batteries
at all time. This in turn means that the batteries
can take over immediate power supply in case
of sudden power failure or outage. Think laptop
computer: whenever you unplug the power cord
from the mains, the internal battery pack takes
over and provides power without interruption.
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Media Broadcast, next to rows of 200 batteries
each. With a voltage of 2 V per single battery
each row provides 400 V. With this huge amount
of cells the Usingen earth station can be run for
two hours without any external power supply.
You might wonder why all this equipment is
needed if the diesel generators are supposed
to go on immediately anyway in case the power
grid fails. The reason is not to avoid a single
second of content not being transmitted, but
rather to make sure all servers keep running.
“After one minute without power all servers are
set back to zero,” Lothar Stéckmann explains.
“And since virtually everything is server-based
these days the cost of rebooting hundreds or
even thousands of servers by far outstrips the
cost of all these batteries.”
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One of the more peculiar aspects of the SLFNHG XS KHUH + LQ SDUW GLUHF

company is that fact that it also operates ellite and also via dedicated data lines.
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Usingen earth station is not only active side by side with the latest digital inno -

in satellite transmissions but also right vations. Once you're here you'll never
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countrywide to all service subscribers.”
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